INTRODUCTION 1
The language in which the oldest Frisian legal sources were initially recorded is a much-scrutinized question within the field of Old Frisian studies.
2
Ever since Karl Freiherr von Richthofen posited that the Seventeen Statutes and Twenty-four Landlaws were first written in Latin, the original lan-3 guage of the laws has remained a bone of contention which, at regular intervals, keeps returning to the scholarly debate. Although the primacy of 4 Latin is a certainty for the oldest legal source, the Lex Frisionum of 785-793/794, uncertainty exists for the oldest surviving legal texts that 5 succeeded this primal source. The debate has resulted in a consensus for only a few texts, but for most of these, including the aforementioned Statutes and Landlaws, the language primacy is still far from clear.
To determine the language in which an earlier or, ultimately, the first version of a law text was written, the customary method has been to use exThis paper was presented at the Fryske Akademy (Ljouwert/Leeuwarden) in 2006 1 and published in 2007 (Popkema, 'Het Oudfries: rechtstaal in beginsel'). For the present volume, the article was translated and adapted; I would especially like to thank the editors for their helpful suggestions both with respect to contents and form.
I distinguish between the terms 'Frisian' (= of or pertaining to Frisia) and 'Old Moreover, the fact that literally dozens of conflicting text-internal arguments have been put forward in the course of many decades to show that the language primacy of that particular text was either Latin or Old Frisian suggests that a solution to the primacy question cannot be found purely on the basis of the texts themselves. It may be fruitful therefore to look for new perspectives. In particular, arguments derived from contemporaneous sociocultural circumstances may prove a more fruitful way of deciding the primacy of this or that language for a certain text or text corpus. Rolf Bremmer deserves credit for being the first to explore such perspectives on a wider scale in the case of Frisian. As 
